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Abstract: This article aims to explore the role of universities in the United Kingdom in
supporting Arab researchers and to highlight the opportunities available for enhancing scientific
research in the region. The analysis is based on the model of Rimar Academy conferences in the
fields of humanities and social sciences, in which | participated from Morocco. This serves as a
practical example of the Arab researcher’s experience in benefiting from the British academic
environment and engaging with an international network of scholars, reflecting the growing
importance of international academic collaboration in sociology and the humanities.
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How do British universities, through hosting academic
conferences and initiatives such as Rimar Academy, contribute
to supporting Arab researchers, enhancing their research
capacities in the social sciences, and expanding their
international academic networks?
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British universities have opened their doors to Arab
academic conferences in the fields of humanities and social
sciences, providing university spaces to host these events. This
reflects their encouragement of researchers to develop their
academic potential through direct, in-person engagement rather
than remote participation.
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Rimar Academy has established collaborative agreements
with British universities on five occasions: twice with the
University of Westminster in London, the third with the University
of Cambridge, the fourth with the University of Manchester, and
the fifth currently in preparation with the University of Oxford.
These partnerships have led to a qualitative leap in scientific
research in terms of academic exchange, intellectual dialogue, and
the presentation of valuable research across various disciplines,
particularly in the humanities and social sciences.
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These conferences included research presentation sessions,
panel discussions, and roundtables, alongside open exchanges of
ideas and perspectives. This reflects a level of academic freedom
that is sometimes lacking in certain Arab universities, while also
providing a suitable space for constructive criticism and the
building of academic relationships.
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The Academy has also expanded its scope to include
applied sciences and artificial intelligence, reflecting the breadth of
its academic vision and its ability to connect these modern fields
with the social sciences. This interdisciplinary engagement creates
opportunities for knowledge exchange across fields and
strengthens research in interdisciplinary studies.
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Through my participation in three events organized by
Rimar Academy, this experience has contributed significantly to
the development of my academic career and the enrichment of my
curriculum vitae. This includes participating in several academic
conferences and publishing the research | presented as an
independent researcher in the field of social sciences.
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This experience has also added a scientific and practical
dimension to my work at the social, legal, and research levels,
contributing to a comprehensive academic formation that integrates
theoretical research with field experience and reflects a synthesis
across different domains of knowledge.
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As researchers, we seek a free and safe space to present
diverse perspectives on the concerns, constraints, and social
challenges we face in societies where freedoms may be limited.
British universities have provided a vital academic refuge in this
regard.
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This environment has enabled the free exchange of ideas,
critical debate, and the rigorous examination of social and legal
issues in a scientific and methodological manner, away from
institutional and societal constraints that may limit dialogue in
certain local contexts.
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Such academic freedom has also fostered the development
of research skills and critical thinking, deepened our understanding
of complex social issues, and strengthened international
collaboration and the exchange of expertise among researchers
from diverse backgrounds.
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